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Den besten Vogel
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The best bird I know is the goose.

She has two very wide feet and also a very long neck.
Her feet are yellow. Her voice is high.

She is not fast.

Her best song is “da da da da, gick gack gick gack."

We sing for Saint Martin's Day.

A goose cooked at the fire is good.
A good wine, a jolly mood.

We should praise this bird.

The goose is in the straw.
So we sing "Bless the Lord"!

loose translation by Sybille Volz

Saint Martin's Day is celebrated in Germany and elsewhere on
November 11™ with feasting, children in procession carrying
candles in paper lanterns, and gift-giving. Like Mardi Gras, it's
the last big feast before the 40 days of “lean” leading up to
Christmas.

In the 14™ century, Martin, a Roman soldier turned monk, did not
want to be made a bishop, so he hid in a stable. However, the
stable was filled with geese, and their noise betrayed him. Hence
the traditional St. Martin's Day dinner is roast goose.



